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This exhibit follows a program whose goal is for the students to exclaim at the end of the day, “Wow! I can’t wait until tomorrow! Today I was a teacher and a narrator! Tomorrow I’m going to be a scientist and an inventor!”

Explore the creation of the third quarter sixth grade unit "Renaissance: Rebirth to Revolution." Hear the feedback of parents and view the “teacher-tips" to help you consider all the elements needed to create teaching teams that re-align curricula into integrated units with culminating projects where all students achieve.

Lincoln Magnet School’s Renaissance Faire is like a mosaic. Many distinct pieces come together to achieve the final picture including: 

· re-aligned curriculum 

· integrated units that address all standards and benchmarks 

· culminating projects that are curriculum driven 

· cooperative groups 

· hands-on activities 

· integrated technology 

· parental and community involvement

The Lesson

Lesson Overview

"Renaissance: Rebirth to Revolution" is the third quarter theme in the sixth grade at Lincoln School. The students' culminating project is to compile research gathered in each subject area and present a Renaissance Faire by portraying the characters and events from that time period.

This interdisciplinary project encompasses social studies, math, science, language arts, fine arts, and physical education. Social studies serves as the anchor subject for this theme. In math and science, students will be researching mathematicians and scientists from the time period. Novels related to this period of history are read in language arts. At the end of the unit, students will be writing scripts for the Faire in language arts to present the information they have gathered during research. Fine arts and physical education are also a part of this unit. Students create artwork and perform music from the period. Student tumblers are part of the Renaissance Faire performance.

Background

During the first two weeks, students build general background knowledge of this time period using the material in the sixth grade social studies book and the videosCastle and Cathedral by David Macauley, Reading Rainbow: A Medieval Feast featuring Lavar Burton, and Newscast from the Past by Zenger Media. 

Social studies is the anchor subject for this theme. It is critical that students build a strong knowledge base of this time period prior to moving on to next steps within the theme. Week Three, Research Grid Introduction

This theme is research-intensive. Once individuals have conducted preliminary research during Weeks One and Two, research teams are chosen. Teams are assigned broad topics with each student within the team researching one component of that topic.

For example, a team might be assigned the broad topic of Vikings. The individual subtopics might be the following: 

1. Daily life of men and women 

2. Government 

3. Types of weapons they used 

4. Types of ships they used

The rotation chart used had eight teams, four students in a team, rotating through stations for eight days. Students rotated through a series of research stations gathering information to answer the questions on their data collection sheets. The stations included Internet sites, reference CDs, printed materials, laserdiscs, and videos. The data collection sheet contained questions about their assigned topic. 

Week Four: Research Stations

Students continued gathering information regarding their assigned topic as they rotated through the research stations. Teachers were careful to develop leading questions and assign topics to ensure the greatest success for individuals. This added support enabled students to take their research and presentation to the level of analysis and synthesis.

The data collection sheet shown here is for a group researching the Magna Carta. Another example is provided in the Step Guides section of this Exhibit. 

Week Five: Script Writing

A sample script is provided in this attachment.

During Week 5, teachers meet and select student roles, such as mathematicians, scientists and other characters from social studies. At this point, students from both sixth grade teams are divided into groups according to their topics.

Class schedules adjust to accommodate this collaborative project, as all classes meet for two hour periods. Students work with their team members to write and revise a script to present the information they have researched. The final script should be four to five minutes long. After the scripts have been approved by the teachers, students begin work on a scenery proposal.

Costumes of the time period are modeled in a fashion show. As homework, students draw a sketch of the costume to be worn the night of the Faire.
